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Public Invited to Participate in Initial Scop ing of C lim bing A llocation 
for M ount M cK inley  
 
D enali N ational Park and Preserve in tends to prepare an  E nvironm ental A ssessm ent 
regarding the allocation  of clim bing perm its betw een  com m ercial guided clim bing operators 
and independent clim bers on  M ount M cK inley. T he 2006 B ackcountry M anagem ent Plan  
established a seasonal (A pril 1- A ugust 1) lim it of 1500 perm itted clim bers for M ount 
M cK inley.  T he B ackcountry M anagem ent Plan  allocated 25%  of the perm its for 
com m ercially guided groups.  T h is planning effort w ill review  the current allocation  to 
determ ine its relevance to the current dem and.  T he lim it of 1500 perm its w ill not be review ed 
during th is planning effort.   
 
C oncessioner guided clim bs are a longstanding tradition  in  D enali. Interest in  guided 
clim bing is increasing and the N ational Park Service (N PS) is w orking to determ ine how  to 
accom m odate th is dem and, w h ile assuring that w ilderness resource values, visitor 
experience, and other park resources are protected.  A  reasonable range of alternatives w ill 
be developed for consideration  that w ill be responsive to the issues identified through  agency 
and public involvem ent. 
 
T he N PS is currently in  the scoping phase of th is project and invites the public to subm it 
w ritten  com m ents by D ecem ber 6, 2010. C om m ents m ay be subm itted online at 
h ttp://parkplanning.nps.gov/dena, faxed to (907) 683-9612, or m ailed to the address below . 
 

Superin tendent 
D enali N ational Park and Preserve 
A T T N :  C lim bing E A  
P.O. B ox 9 
D enali Park, A K   99755 

 
T he N PS encourages public participation  through  the N ational E nvironm ental Policy A ct 
(com m only know n  as N E PA ) process during w h ich  the public has tw o opportun ities to 
form ally com m ent on  the project – once during in itial project scoping and again  follow ing 
release of the E A  w h ich  is expected in  spring 2011.   
 
If you have questions about the project please contact Paula H om an , Project Planning L ead, 
at (907) 683-6223 or M artha A rm ington , Project L ead, at (907) 683-9529. 


